
"With a graveyard on one side, quarter-

master's glanders stable on the other, and

smallpox hospital in the middle, one was

reminded of the mortality of man."
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Confederate Veteran, 1931
Dr. John J. Terrell, M.D.

Medicinal
Herbs

Center

Pest House
Medical

Museum

Confederate
Section

Anique
Roses

Glanders

was an ancient disease and was not

completely eradicated until 1934.

Centuries ago...

The Dutch word for glanders disease was "snot"

The Norwegian word was "snott"

and the Old English was "gasnott"!!!

Detailed brochures and booklets

relating to the cemetery history and horticulture
are available at the Gatehouse

and along the cemetery driveway.
For information about museum tours, cemetery

events and programs, family burial records,

or books and gifts pertaining to the cemetery,
call or visit

THE CEMETERY CENTER
A MUSEUM OF 19TH CENTURY MOURNING CUSTOMS

LUCY BABER RESEARCH LIBRARY FOR CEMETERY RECORDS
OFFICE OF THE SOUTHERN MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sundays

Winter hours may vary

401 Taylor Street

Lynchburg, Virginia 24501

(434) 847-1465

www.gravegarden.org

The Civil War

Quartermaster's
Glanders Stable
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THE CONFEDERATE CAVALRY

AND THE

"Great Glanders Epizootic"

Horses and mules were essential to the operation of the

Civil War, and vast numbers of animals were needed.

Lynchburg, one of the four quartermaster depots for

the Confederacy, was supplying General Robert E.

Lee's Army of Northern Virginia. In 1863, following

the Battle of Brandy Station, the Confederate Army

ended its practice of private ownership of cavalry

mounts and began to supply the necessary horses.

Thousands of horses and mules were quartered only a

short distance away in the Quartermaster's stables at

the "fairgrounds," which included the present E.C.

Glass High School campus.

Over a 15 month period, of the 6875 horses stabled

there, only 1000 were sent into the field. Almost 3000

died, 449 were shot, and the rest were unfit for service.

The "great glanders epizootic," or epidemic, was taking

a tremendous toll.

"Dr. Terrell's decision to

be a physician obligated

him to go into the midst

of both the deadly smallpoх

and glanders epidemics."

Lewis H. Averett, BA, MEd., CGRS

Jones Memorial Library
Lynchburg, VA

THE RESEARCH
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Dr. John Jay Terrell and Dr. John R. Page, two of the

physicians attending the wounded and sick in

Lynchburg's many hospitals, were designated by

Major James G. Paxton, Quartermaster in Charge, to

do research on the respiratory disease glanders. The

"baneful scourge," glanders, was ravaging the horses

and mules and affected humans as well. The

research was done in a quarantined horse stable,

behind the Pest House, which was a quarantine

hospital for smallpox and other contagious human

diseases.

In what was considered a landmark study of early

pathological experimentation, Drs. Terrell and Page

studied 19 horses stricken with glanders, conducting

postmortem examinations at various stages of the

disease's progression. They also were able to trans-

mit the disease intentionally from a diseased horse to

a sound one, sacrificing the animal 33 days later to

study his advanced and terminal symptoms. The

researchers' results and recommendations were pub-

lished in 1864 in a pamphlet, Glanders and Farcy in

Horses, which was distributed by the Confederate

authorities to all of its facilities for quartering horses

and mules.

"Their work was the first
important American

contribution to veterinary

medicine.

THE RESULT

Dr. G. Terry Sharrer

Curator, Health Services
astitition

The Smithsonian Institution

Washington, D.C.

It was concluded that this glanders disease, which

caused major respiratory distress and death, was

caused by "a virus" and was spread at watering

troughs and in unhealthy crowded stable conditions

where animals were prone to nuzzle. Infected mucous

was easily passed from one animal to another. There

was no cure. Prevention of the disease was the only

solution to controlling the epidemic. This was

achieved by housing horses and mules in uncrowded,

well-ventilated stables, introducing good sanitation and

a healthy diet, and by destroying the infected animals.

Horses use the nose and the sense of smell to identify

and to communicate with one another. Thus the nose

played host to a sense vital in their daily lives and can

likewise serve as a host to such a deadly virus.

Therefore, the doctors strongly recommended that the

animals not use communal watering troughs.

When the Civil War ended, so did the need to quarter

such large numbers of horses and mules together.

Glanders was no longer an epidemic. The historic first

steps in veterinary medicine, so similar to Dr. Terrell's

innovations in the treatment of smallpox in the Pest House,

attest to a local medical legacy of great importance.


